
Census 102



Today’s class ●
●
●

○
○
○
○

●
●
●



“There is probably no other single 
group of records in existence which 
contain more information about 
persons and families who lived in 
the U.S.”

Val Greenwood, author of
The Researcher’s Guide to 
American Genealogy



“On the North American 
continent, the Spaniards 
led the way in 
census-taking, counting 
heads in 1577 in what 
was then Mexico.”



John Adams
U.S. Census 
1790



Zachary Taylor 31 August 1850



Millard Fillmore - 3rd Ward, 
City of Buffalo - 31 July 1850



160 years from 
the first U.S. 

Census 





Where Can You Find Them?



Free resources for the 
United States Census



Heritage Quest Online



sclibrary.org





Ancestry Library 
Edition

Heritage Quest 
Online

American 
Ancestors

Findmypast

San Jose Mercury & Evening 
News Historical Archive 
(1884-1922)







Family Search



FamilySearch.org







Free to 
Search at 
the Library

San Jose Public 
Library has this one



Little Used Census Records



Let’s Look at These

●
●
●



U.S. Census 1890

Most of the census’ 
population schedules were 
badly damaged by a fire in 
the Commerce Department 
Building in January 1921.

It pointed out the need for 
safe storage of national 
records



State Censuses



State Censuses

●

●









Roosevelt, Sarah D. Head W, F, 70 

Roosevelt, Franklin, Son, W, M, 43
Roosevelt, Anne E., Daughter-in-Law, W, F, 39 
Roosevelt, Ann E., Daughter, W, F, 19, U.S.

Roosevelt, James, son, W, M, 17, U.S.

Roosevelt, Elliott, son, W, M, 14, U.S.

Roosevelt, Franklin J., son, W, M, 10
Roosevelt, John A., son, W, M, 9

LeHand, Marguerite, Secretary, W, F, 28
Jones, LeRoy, Man, W, M, 28 









Slave Censuses of 1850 and 
1860



Slave Schedules
● Find slaveholders 
● Find slaves (usually not personal names)

City, town, or sub-district of slave owner

Name of slave owner

Number of slaves, listed by age, sex and color

Whether a fugitive, manumitted

Whether deaf, dumb, insane or idiotic



Abner Curtis 
1, M, B, Moses   

2 Slave Houses



Simple list display to help you verify 
it’s the correct family

Blank census form can be printed

Always look at the Census image 
because it has more information 
and neighbors might be relatives



Abner Curtis



Julia Curtis
Sarah
Easter
Elijah
Wm. E.
John
Francie



Veterans’ Census



1890 Veterans Schedule

special census of Civil War Union veterans and widows 
of veterans

● verifies military service
● identifies specific unit
● traces person to place of origin
● disability and prisoner status sometimes identified



Sad but true!

Alabama -Kansas gone

Parts of Kentucky and Louisiana through Wyoming exist!









Published Censuses



International Census Records







Still Can’t Find Them?



Work from 
yourself into 
the past to 
ensure 
accuracy and 
save time



Problems With Accuracy



Problems With Accuracy
Language Barriers
U.S. has always been home to a large number of immigrants, and those 
who do not speak English 
Names were misunderstood, misspelled and thus difficult or impossible 
to find in indexes

Pfeiffer could easily become Fifer
Menkalski was interpreted as McKalsky by an Irish Census taker in 
Cleveland in the 1920 Census

A significant portion of the American population could not read or write 
in the nineteenth century so misspellings stayed that way.



Inflation Calculator

https://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/cpicalc.pl


Thank you for coming!
Good luck with your research!


